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DAY 1 * (business days) DAY 2 DAY 4 DAY 3 DAY 6 DAY 5 

  SPECIMEN ARRIVES. 

  SPECIMEN REVIEWED AND 
PREPARED FOR TESTING. 

  TESTING BEGINS FOR THE MOST 
TIME SENSITIVE DISORDERS.  

  DEMOGRAPHIC ENTRY BEGINS. 

 

  RESULTS FOR REMAINING DISORDERS ARE 
COMPLETED. 

  CLINICAL CARE COORDINATION CONTACTS 
PROVIDER ABOUT OUT-OF-RANGE RESULTS 
FOR REMAINING DISORDERS, EXCEPT CYSTIC 
FIBROSIS. 

  DEMOGRAPHIC ENTRY IS COMPLETED. 

  TESTING COMPLETED FOR THE MOST TIME 
SENSITIVE DISORDERS. 

  NEWBORN SCREENING CLINICAL CARE 
COORDINATION CONTACTS PROVIDER ABOUT 
OUT-OF-RANGE CAH, GALACTOSEMIA AND 
OTHER CRITICAL RESULTS. 

  HL7 RESULTS TRANSMITTED (Tues – Sun) 
TO PARTICIPATING FACILITIES. 

Newborn Screening Specimen 
Timeline in the Laboratory 

From receipt, through testing, to result reporting 

NOTE: Some exceptions to the below workflow may occur to expedite specimens with 
previous out-of-range results and ensure laboratory quality assurance requirements. 

 

  OUT-OF-RANGE CYSTIC FIBROSIS RESULTS ARE SENT 
TO CLINICAL CARE COORDINATION. 

  TEST RESULT REPORTS FOR MOST SPECIMENS ARE 
MAILED OR FAXED, AND AVAILABLE FOR 
HEALTHCARE PROVIDERS ON A SECURE ONLINE SITE. 

 

Facts about the Texas Newborn Screening Laboratory 

  52 genetic disorders and hypothyroidism are screened in the 
laboratory.  Two more conditions are screened in the birthing 
facility for a total of 55 disorders. 

  Approximately 380,000 babies are screened each year. 

  With two screens per baby, this is equivalent to approximately 
760,000 specimens a year. 

  2000 – 3000 specimens received each day. 


